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Monardella odoratissima 

Mountain Beebalm 

Description 

This mound forming perennial is 
typically seen in higher elevations in 
the Intermountain area. The lavender 
colored flowers are very attractive to 
insects and emit a strong mint 
aroma.   

 
 

 

Cultural Requirements: 
 

• Native habitat Typically in higher elevation, rocky 
areas 

• Soil Dry, rocky, well drained soils. 
• Cold Tolerance Zones 4 - 8 
• Drought Tolerance                 Medium, water one time per month 

in most landscapes 
• Salt Tolerance ? 
• Sun/Shade Preference full sun 
• Propagation seed 
• Maintenance  Requires good drainage, 

Deadhead spent flowers for 
appearance and extend/secondary 
bloom 

• Problems ? 
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Landscape Value: 
• Use in the Landscape Borders, accents, rock gardens  
• Foliage Glossy ovate opposite leaves. 

Vary in color from dark green to a 
blue green.  

• Inflorescence Showy, lavender colored, will 
rebloom if spent flower stalks are 
trimmed off 

 Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct 

• Color                   
• Fruit (seedheads) nutlet 
• Form Mound forming, one foot tall by two plus feet 

in circumference 
• Texture mound 
• Ultimate Size 1 foot high x 2 feet around 
• Rate of Growth Med to fast 
• Plant Community Subalpine, parkland, coniferous forest, 

aspen forest, mountain brush, pinyon-
juniper, rock out-cropping, shrub step 

• Availability Medium 
• Cultivars none of ornamental value 



 


